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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SPOP, PINT, NI 

SUBJECT: CENSUS: TRIBALISM REARS ITS HEAD 
REF: LAGOS A- 108 

1. IN EDITORIAL ON JULY 20 NEW NIGERIAN FOR FIRST TIME 
PUBLICLY RAISED ISSUE OF TRIBALISM IN ADMINISTRATION 
NOVEMBER CENSUS. EDITORIAL CLAIMED THAT NATIONAL CENSUS 
BOARD HAD NOT GIVEN PROPER ETHNIC BALANCE TO ITS 
TECHNICAL STAFF. AND IMPLIED THAT FAILURE WAS DELIBERATE 
DISCRIMINATION AGAINST NORTH AND HAD RESULTED IN 

"WIDE SPREAD SUSPICION AND DISTRUST." 

2. IN MORE MODERATE TONE, BENUE PLATEAU GOVERNOR 
GOMWALK ALSO VOICED FEAR OF POSSIBLE DISCRIMINATION 
AND CALLED FOR THE APPOINTMENT OF STATE REPRESENTATIVES 
AT THE NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS TO "ELIMINATE POSSIBLE 
AREAS OF SUSPICION." 

3. NATIONAL CENSUS BOARD CHAIRMAN ADEMOLA STRONGLY 
REJECTED CHARGE OF DISCRIMINATION. HE DECLARED THAT 
BOARD APPOINTED STAFF MEMBERS SOLELY ON MERIT.IN 
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ANY CASE, HE POINTED OUT, ALL POLICY DECISIONS WERE 
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MADE BY ETHNICALLY BALANCED BOARD ITSELF. 

4. OBSERVER AND TRIBUNE WERE ONLY TWO NEWSPAPERS TO 
DIRECTLY COMMENT ON NEW NIGERIAN EDITORIAL, AND BOTH 
WERE CRITICAL. ECS GOVERNMENT-OWNED RENAISSANCE IGNORED 
CHARGE, BUT RAISED TRIBAL ISSUE ON ITS OWN BY WARNING 

OF DANGER OF USING LOCAL ENUMERATORS WHO MIGHT NOT SEE 
"A LITTLE BIT OF INFLATION AS ANTI-SOCIAL ACTION, BUT 
AS A PARDONABLE TOUCH OF HOME’ LOVE." 

5. COMMENT: AS REPORTED IN REFAIRGRAM, WE VIEW 
TRIBALISM AS MAIN OBSTACLE TO SUCCESS OF CENSUS. 

ADEMOLA'S ARGUMENTS THAT TECHNICAL STAFF ARE 
PROFESSIONALS CHOSEN ONLY FOR MERIT AND THAT REAL 
DEMBJLUJDLWILL BE MADE BY ETHNICALLY BALANCED BOARD 
ARE PROBABLY VALID, BUT WILL NOT SERVE TO QUIET NORTHERN 
FEARS NOR SATISFY SUSPICIONS RE HONESTY OF CENSUS SHOULD 
RESULTS IN NOVEMBER APPEAR TO WEAKEN NORTHERN POSITION. 

DECON 7/31/74 
REINHARDT 
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